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consequent greater hydraulic pressure of water in the lakes which produces a subterranean flow into the sea during monsoons results in the formation of the Bed. Another view is that the mud is from old river deposits found only at particular points along the co*ast. The opinion is current among some scientists that it is a Mud Volcans.
In previous years when the bed did not develop at Alleppey, it was customary to declare and work steamers at the place where the mud was found in position, as at Thrikkunnapuzha, Porakkad, etc,, as monsoon ports, in lieu of Alleppey during monsoons. The ' wonderful feature of this Mud Bank is that, besides providing calm waters for the safe anchoring and working of steamers, the bed affords a safe and excellent shelter for cargo boats from the fury of elements when they have to be kept at anchor in the open sea without work. Thus it will be seen that it is a valuable protection afforded by nature. An interesting fact is that prawns breed in large quantities over this area which is a source of revenue to the State.
Another Mud Bed has been formed at Thumboli and this was found out last year. There are at present two Beds, the one at Ambalapuzha and the other at Thumboli,
The port was opened to foreign trade in 1762, when Kesava Das built three ships for trade with Bombay and Calcutta, Alleppey is the world's supplier ef coir-matting and coir-yarn. It also exports cocoanuts, cocoanut-oil, pepper, ginger, rubber and cashewnuts, The town is the second largest in Travancore, containing a population of nearly 50,000. It has a pier 773 feet long and 21 feet broad fitted with two steam cranes and two hand cranes for handling cargo, and has also large godown accommodation. The port is closed during the S, W. monsoon generally from about the 15th May till the 15th August* Steamers, however, call at or near the port during the monsoon, when weather conditions permit, and when the mud-bank is sufficiently developed to afford smooth water for shipping operations, as may be notified by the Marine Department The port is also provided with a lighthouse. The town is connected with the Trunk Telephone; and there js